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TROOP LIST, FIFTE ARMY
(MAJOR COMBAT WNITS, ONLY)

14 February 1944 (1)

FIFTH ARMY:
88th Division

II CORPS:
CCB, lst Armored Mivision
$4th Division
36th Division

VI CORFPS:
lst Armored Division (=)
Srd Division
45th Division
EQ4th ReC.T.
1st British Division
56th British Division

FRENCH EXFEDITIONARY CORFS:
Two Divisions

X CCRPS:
blst British Division
46th British Division

NEW ZEALAND CORPS:
Two Divisions

22 Moy 1944 (2)

II CORPS:
856th Division
88th Division

VI CORPS:
1st Armored Pivision
3rd Divigion
34th Division
$6th Division
45th Division

F-E.ca :
Four Divisioms

IV CORPS

14 August 1944 (3)

FIFTH ARYY:
34th Division
92nd Division

IT CORPS¢
85th Division
88th Mvision
91st Division
442nd RCT (Nesei)

IV CORPS:
lst Arwored Division



THE ROME - ARNO CAMPAIGR
22 JANUARY 1944 - 9 SEPTEMBER 1944

IN TRODUCTION
{SEE MAP A)

This monograph concerns the Rome-Arne scampaign in Itely, which
began on 22 Jamuary 1944 and ended on 9 September 1944. Its' phase
of operation begins with action against the Gustav Line and the All:j.ad
lendings at Anzio=Nettuno, and proceeds through the sapture of Rome,
Leghorn and Fisa. It 1s ooncluded with the Allied Forces having reach-
ed a line immediately in front of the Gothic Line, or a distance of
approximately 300 miles from the starting point. Although the Allied
Foroes in Italy oomsisted of the Fifth (U.S.) Army and the Bighth
{British) Army, most of the emphasis will be placed on the actions of
the Fifth Army.

For the purpose of oriemtation, it will be necessary to summar-
ize Allied stratezy and operations prior to the Roms-Arno campaign,

Soon af'ter the United States entered the war in December 1941,
Allied plans began to form, Many of these plans were evolved at
conferences held between President Roosevelt, Prime Minister Charch-
111, and their staffs, during early 1942. (4) One of the major
decislons arrived at was that Germany would be more decisively de-
feated by an offensive leunched across the English Channel, Vand éa.r-
ried on into France and Germany. (6) This major opératim, however,
could not be executed in the near future, because of the time required
o build up the great guantities of supplies, materiel, and persannsl
necessary. A tentative date of 1943 was set as a goal for the in~
vasion. (6) | |

Rugsia et this time was fighting mn uphill battle against Ger-

(4) A-18, p. 152,153; (5) A-24, ps 18; (8) A~16, p. 152,155,



many on the Western Fromt, and it was almost compulsory that the
Allies take some maa&ure'nt once to relievé the pressure on Russla.
Otherwise, that country might fall prematurely and hinder Allied
chances later of defeating Germany, (7) 1In view of this, 1t was
decided in July, 1942, that a North African assault would be launched
in the very near future. (8)

This operation was sucocessfully conducted from November 1942
to Mey 1943, and with the capture by the Allied Forces of Biserte
and Tunis, the Germsn Armies in North Africa were no more existent.(9)

Further planming conferences between President Roosevelt and
Prime Minister Churchill were held in early 1943. At the Casablanca
confersnce in Jamuary 1943, and at the Waghington confersnce in May
1943, the original plan to launch the oress-channel invasion in 1943
was discarded because of inadequate supplies end stockpiles. But
pressure had to be kept on the German Armies. The Mediterranean
Theater was chosen at the area for the next offensive, with Siecily
and Italy to be invaded, in turm. (10)

8lcily was invaded 10 July 1943, and fell approximately five
weoks later, on 17 August 1943. (11) |

The invasion of Italy began shortly thereafter, when the Elighth
Army (British) of General Bernard Mcutgomery landed near the southern
tos, at Reggio Calabria, on 3 Septosber 1943, (12) The Fifth Army
(Us8.) of Generel Mark Clark followed on 9 September 1943 near the
Gulf of Salernos (13) e first few days of this invasion were very
eritical, as the Germans tried determinedly to reduce the beachhead,
but the Allied Forces fought magnificently, and the beachhead held.
The worst part was over. (14) Contact was made omn 16 September 1943
(7) A-16, pe. 1543 (8) A=25, p. 14; (9) A-16, p. 153; (10) A=lE,

pe 15641583 (11) A-17, p. 9=213 (12) A=15, p. 1643 (13) A~23,
pe 135 (14) 4-23, p. 1.



_ between the Eighth and Fifth Armies, and the beachheads now becams

an area of operations. (15)

GENERAI, STTUATION
(SEE MAP B)

Por the thres months following the initiel invasion, the Italian
campaign took on those aspects whioch made ﬁgh‘bing & war difficult --
slow, costly advances through the mountains, against an eneny deter-
mined to make the most of his prepared defensive lines. (16) This
type of figh'b;ng did not end wmtil the colla.p_ag and surrender of
German forces, in northern Italy on 2 May 1945. (17) |

With the advance northwestward up ITtaly somewhat slowed down, or-
ders were issued by 15th Arny Group, under whose commend the Fifth and
Bighth Armies fell, to kesp driving the enemy back with the mission of
capturing Rome. (18) By 14 October, the U.S. VI Corps and the Eritish
X Corps, Fifth Army troops, had pushed across the Volturno River. (19)
Alljed Forces, in the next five wesks, advaunced all along the front an
average distance of thirty miles. At this time, on 15 Hovember, a halt
in the offensive was called along this line == which later became known
es the "Winter Line". (20) The enemy's stand alonz this line from
November 1943 to January 1944, showed that he was definitely intemding
to adopt a strong defensive. (21) 7

Allled Forces again took up the offensive, after a short resp‘ite,
late in November. Although oh&ra.c'!;erized by heavy air and artillery
support, the attacks moved very slowly. Avera.ge- gains of only six
mles were made along the front during the eight weeks fighting. (22)
Howsver, the gains did bring the Allies to the main Germen defense in
Itely == the Gustav Line, which guards the natural corridor into Rome ,
(16) A-17, p. 43; (16) A-11, p. 1; (17) A~19, p. 126; (18) A-23,

pe 113 (19) A-17, p. 50, 51; (20) A-17, p. 51-535 (21) A-17, pe 62;
(22) A-23, p. 17-59.



along Highway 6 and the Liri Valley. (23)

With the Gustav Line in front of Allied positions threatening to
hold back future offensives, it was feared that a defenslve si;alem‘f:a
right result. At a conference held in Tunis on Christmas Day, 1943,
between Prime Minister Churchill and chief Msditerranaa.n Theater Com=-
menders, it was decided that, "It would be folly to allow the campaign
in Ibaly to drag on and face the supreme opera.tj.ms against Burope in
the spring with the task in Italy half finished. The case for the drive
on Rome was not merely the capture of a oity, = = = = = =, but the an-
nihilation of the enemy's army, = = = - « ~, Buch stratezy would speed
up.the Italian campaign and so faoilitate the launching of an attack in
early spring against Southern France.” (24) In view of this comcept,
it was decided to resume the offemsive in Italy, with an amphibious
assault behind the enemy's right flank, simaltaneous with a main assault
along the Gustav Line bLetweem the ;bruzzi Mountains and the mouth of the
Garigliano River. (25)

A directive issued on 2 January, by General Alexander of 15%th Army
Group, gave Fifth Army the responsibility of assaulting by sea the beaches
southwest of Rome, in order to destroy the enermy's lines of commmication
and to threaten his rear. It further called for a strong offensive along
the Gustav Line in the direction of Cassine and Frosinone to attract the
eneryts reserves prior to the beachhead landings, and also to eventually
link up with those forces there. (28) These operations were to be
timed so as to bring a maximm amount of effort against the ememy at
one time, in order to obtain the greatest tactical effects. (27)

On 12 Januery, the Guatav Lines sector offensive begen., Units of
the French Expeditionary Corps, Fifth Army, advanced four miles and

(23) A-1, p. 23 (24) A-11, p. 5; (25) A-11, p. 6; (28) A-22, p. 9;
(27) A-17, p. 64, 656.



captured Atina. (28) On 15 January, the U. S. 34th Divisien of II
Corps captured Mt. Troochio. (25) On 17 Jenuary, the X Corps aasault-
ed Gasteiforte , & very important town in the enmemy's defensze of this
area, They failed to capture it, but did succeed in drawing in some of'
the enemy's reserves. (30) On 20 January, the 36th Div‘.laion, II Corps,
attecked near Cassino in order to gain a bridgshead for the lst Armored
Pivision to exploit. The Division did succeed in establishing the
bridgehead, but could hold it for only 48 hours; heavy casualties forced
it to withdré.w. (31)

Thus, one phase of the offensive as called for by General Alexander
was bogged down before it got any momentum. (32)

It 1s interesting to note that the German strategy and tactical use
of troops during this time were influenced by three ocnsiderations:

1. A large pumber of German reserves had to be rets.iﬁ.od in Ger~
rany for the possible Allied crosswchannel invagion, and hence reinforce=
ments could not be sent to the Italian front.

2 Many of the divisions in Italy were mderatrengti: and lacked
proper weapons and materiel.

&+ The German Army wes forced to mintain two main lines of
defense in Italy =-- cne belew Rome to prevent cemtral Italy from falling
irto Allied hends, a.nd one in northern Italy to guard a.gaiﬁst deep 41-
lied flenking attacks, and to retain the rich ecomomie region of the Po
Valleye.

These three influences caused a grave aituatioﬁ for the Germans
ordered to hold the Italian theater. (33)

(28) A-11, pe 155 (29) A=23, p. 56; {30) A~ll, pe 15, 16; (31)
A=22, p. 44=47; (32) A~11, p. 17; (33) A~26, p. 2-9.



PHASE ONE
PERTOD 22 JANUARY - 11 MAY 1944
(ANZIO=-NETTUND LAKDINGS: . GUSTAV LINE ATTACKS)
(See Map C for Guetav Line Opsration, Map D for Anzio Operation)

Enermy forces at this time - Janua_.rjr, 1944 - were sstimated to be in
the strength of twemty four divisions. The Tenth Army of thirteen divi- -
sions was located along ths Gustev Line. The Fourteenth Army occupied
Korthern Italy with the remmining eleven divisions - Field Marshal
Keaselring wag Germen commemder-in-chief., (34)

Allied forces numbered iwenty two divisions. (35) Fifth Army '
consisted of a total of eight divisions, divided among the II (U.S.),
10th (Br), and French Expeditionary Corps. The VI Corps, later to
make the Anzio beachhead, is not numbered amopng Fifth Aray uwmits here.
(38)

The Gustav Line was prepared es a main line of Gerren defense.
It was positionmed throughout its lemgth among key terrain features con-
aisti.ng of high mountains, river barriers, snd highways. It protects
the Liri River Valley and Highway € entrence into Roms, near the cen=
ter. (37) 1% ren generally along the west side of the Garigliemo
River, to Cassino, and from there followsd a line a little eest of
northe It extended from coast to cosst. Both forward and reverse
slope defenses were prepered, which gave the enemy nearly perfect.
fields of fire in all frontal and flanking ai-aas. ¥ined approsches,
flooded flat ground to reterd armor, excellently and heavily con-
structed gun positions, and numerous observation posts were utilized
to the best advantage to add to the effectivensss of the nearly-im-
pregnable line. (38)

Against this type of eneny defense, Allied forces had to attack
in order to accomplish its objective of advanocing to the northwest.
(34) A-22, pe. 2; (35) A-17, Map 113 (36) A-22, p. 8, Map; (37)
A-17, p. §2-55; (38) A=22, p. 5-8,
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Although, es previously stated, one phase of the offensive was bogged
down, the other phase -« that of the amphibious operation against the )
enery's right flank on the beaches below Roms in the vieinity of Ancgioe,
was ordered to proceed. (39)

On 22 Januery 1944, at 0200 hours, the first assault troope were ,
landed. (40) Thisz foroe, the VI Corps under command of General Luces,
consisted of a total of 50,000 troops, (41) made wp of the British lst
DPivision, the U.8. Third Division, with reinfereing tank, parachute,
Ranger, Commendo, and other supporting wnits. (42) Our initial land-
inge were very successful and only lightly opposed. The firat three
days, VI Corps moved forward rapidly towards the immediate objectives '
of Cisterna and Campoleome. But on 28 January, the forward movement
was stopped without having reached these immediate objectives, (43)

The rapid advances on the first few days can be attributed to the
surprise attained in the landings. This is evidenced by the enemy hav-
ing used his reserves to meet the offgnsiva begun earlier along the
Gustav Line; ZKesselring was unable to maes sufficient forces immediately
after the landings to stop the VI Corps inland advanoce. (44) "So
little dld the enemy fear a land:i.ng at Anzic that the 90th FPanzer
Grenadier Division and additional artillery had just then moved south
from Roms to the vicinity of Gaeta." (45) However, by 28 January,
sufficient reserves end elements had been recslled from the main front
to stop the advance (46); this included three divisiones on the beach-
head, and four more om the way. (47)

"Operstion Shingle", as the beschhead operation wes called (48),
had been launched in an area only thirty miles from Rome. The area
wag bordered on the southeast by the Pontine marshes, low barren land
(33) A-22, pe. 62; (40) A-22, pe 62; (41) A-ll, p. 17; (42) 4A-1,

pe 53 (43) A-17, p. 69; (44) A-11, p. 18, 19; (45) A-22, p. 67;
(46) A-11, p. 18, 19; (47) A-17, p. T0; (48) A-22, p. 59.
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cut by drainage ditchee; on the ncrthwest by rolling land interspersed
with small trees and shrubs; and on the north by the Colll Laziali, the
high ground overlooking the beachhead area. (49)

On 30 January, Anzioc forces began another push to extend the beach~
head area, with the hopes of reaching the highground of Colli Laziali.

It was thought that the enemy's present front line defense was only & '
delaying positiom. At this time VI Qorps had increased it's strength
to‘the British 1st Division, the U.S. lst Armored, 3rd and 45th Divisions,
with reinforeing troops, or a total of “68,.886 troops, 508 gunse and

237 tenks.” (50) Strong attacks were made in the direction of Cisterna
and Campoleome, but were stopped short of their objective. (51) Here
again the enenmy had once more organized strong defensive positions,

taking full advantage of terrain, weather and the already constructed
houses and buildings. Allied armor support was greatly retarded because
of wet ground, the ditches, amd the excellent fields of fire the enemy
had organized., The infantry advances could gain no more momentum, because
of the strong d.efensive positions held. (52) |

Due te the failure of this January offensive to move very. far,
coupled with the eneny's inocrease of his Anzio forces, General Luocas,

VI Corps, was ordered on 2 February to assums the defemsive. {53) It
was estimated that eneny forces at this time consisted of five full div-
isions with large amounts of supporting artillery. {54)

On the main fromt, snother é.ttempt to take Cassino was made on 24
Jermary, by a two division attack, but only limited success was attained.
A bri;lgehead was established across the Rapido River, and the city of
Cairo, north of Cassino wasrte.kon, but Cassino, itself, remained in the
enerny's hands. (56) Again, on 1 February the U.S. 34th Division

(49) A-2, p. 155 (50) A-17, p. 70; {(51) A=17, p. 7T0; (52) A-1,
pe 40; (63) A-1, p. 40; (54) A-17, p. 67; (55) A-17, p. 67.
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attacked north of Cassino towards Higiway 6, and evem though making
soms advance, was still stopped one and one=half miles from the
objestive after three days of fighting. (56) Once more, on 15
Fobruary, the New Zealand Corps of two divisicns attacked Cassino.
Preliminery to this attack, the Air Force dropped 576 toms of bombs .
on the objective. Despite the destruction reaped, the Corps did
not wrest Cassino from the enemy. (57)

The success of the enemy's defense around Cassino greatly affect-
od any possible breakthrough by the Allied Forces on this southern
front. Mtﬁough the above three attacks were unsuccessful, on 15
Maroch & fourth attempt was made. On this date, over 1000 tons of
bombe == twice as meny as on 15 February -= were dropped on Cassino.
(58) Also included were almost aoo,ooo\ro:md.s of artillery shells,
renging from 3 inch gun to 240 mm howitzer. (69) The 2d New Zealand
Division end the 4th Indien Division moved toward the objective after
the bombardment, and although soms advence was mads, the attack was
called off after a week of fighting. The persistant Germeans still
held Cassino. (60)

Mpanwhile, the Anzio beachhead was the scene of soms very heavy
Pightings While the VI Corps there had assumed & defensive role, as
ordered on 2 February, the Germans had plens to counterattack and
eliminate the beachhead. (61) This German offemsive, which began
the night of & - 4 Fobruary, was centered on the Campoleone salient,
which the Britieh lst Divieion and the U.S. First Armored had estab-
1lished on 30 January.. A double envelopment of this salient by the
enemy, had reduced this salient on 5 February. (62) The salient,
which had stuck out of the front lines for a distance of approximetely
(56) A=22, p. 89,90; (57) A=L7, ps 72; (58) A=17, pe 76; (59)

A=22, p. 179; (80) A«17, p. 755 (61) A-1T, pe T4; (62) A-1,
P» 4448,
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six miles in the direction of Campolecne, was thus eliminated. (63)

The next eleven days following the Gorman's suoceszaful effort
to reduce the Campoleone salient wers used by the eneumy to prepare
for his mll-out effo:f'h to wipe out the beachhead. For this phase of
the ocountercffensive, The German Fourteemth Army used six divisions
in the assaunlt, two in reserve, all being strongly supported by armor.
The armor was given the mission of exploiting the penstration to the
sen, (64) | ‘

On the 18th of Pebruary, this counteroffensive began. (65) The
main Germsn effort was directed on the 451:11 Division (U.S.) sector,
in the approximate cemter of the beachhead, where the attacks of 3 -‘5
Februery had been made. (66) The attack was made in broad daylight,
under cover of smoke, in several different directions. (67) The
fighting raged heavily for three days, characterized by the enemy
meking use of all available resources at his commsnd. (68) But by
late on 18 February, this major offensive was stopped, and Allied
Forces prevented what the Germans had tried to do -~ eliminate the
VI Corps from the beachhead. (69)

Thereafter, his efforts were futile. Ome last attack :?rom 29
February to 4 March failed without having made much headway, snd
indicated a distinct lack of agressivemess and timing on the part of
the enemy. (70)

The beachhead, from 4 March to 22 May, remained virtually a
stalemate, with neither side launching any msjor offensives (71)

Operations along the Gustav Line also took om & relg.tively
passive role for the period begimning 23 March to 11 May, due to the
Fifth Army's fallure to break through the Guatav Line in January and
February. (72) This period was spent in the assignment of new sectors
(63) A-1, Map 9; (64) A=l, p. 673 (65) A~22, p. 129; (66) A-1,

Pe 703 (87) A-22, p.129; (68) A-22, pe 130-140; (69) A~1, p. 82;
(70) A-22, p. 151=155; (71) A=17, pe T4; (72) A=17, Pe 77e
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to the Armies == Fifth Army's front was now narrowed to a thirteen
mile width;y 1in regrouping divisions and corps, as mch a8 possible

by natiomalities; and in tﬁe rest and further training of troops. (73)
Two newly arrived U. §. Divisions, the 85th and 88th, were assigned

to the Fifth Army at this time., (74) Allied Air Forces oconcentrated
on bombing the ememy's line of commmication in order to pravent his
relnforeing the Gustav Line end Angio beachhead foroes prior to the
forthooming May offensive. (75)

To ghow the costly fighting just concluded with this phase,
the foll!.awing passage is quoted, "During the 129 days from D-Day at
Salerno, 9 September 1943, to the emd of the Winter Line Campaign,

15 Januery 1944, the Fifth Army suffered 37,773 lba.t'!‘:le casualties.
The Anzio - Cassino Campaign, 16 January - 31 March, produced 52,130
casualties in seventy-six days. ( 76.)

(This phase, briefly stated, has covered the Anzi.p beachhead
landings, the unsuccesaful German counterattacks there, and the
assunption of & defensive role by VI Corps; 1t showsd the umsuo-
sesgful attempts by the Fifth Army in January and February to break
through the Gustav Line, and the ensuing regrouping and rest phase,

prior to a May offensive, which was yet to be launched).

(73) A~21, p. 2=3; (74) A=21, pe. 33 (75) A-17, p. 773 (76)
.A."'l?, Po 76. _
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PHASE WO
PERIOD 11 MAY = 9 JUNE 1944

( BREAKTHROUGH AT ANZIO AND GUSTAV LINES: CAPTURE
OF ROME, CIVITAVECCHIA, VITERBO)

(See Map C for Gustav Line Operations; Map D for Ansgio Operation)

Flans were made and issued in April by Gemeral Alexander for
Allied Forces in Italy to resume the offensive shortiy. They ocalled
for san all-cut coordinated effort to "destroy the right wing of the
Gorman Tenth Army; to drive what remains of it and the Germsn Four-
teenth Army north of Roms; and to pursuwe the enemy to the Rimini-

Pisa Line, inflioting the meximum losses on him in the process.” (77)
The plan further outlined that the mein effort would be made by the
Eighth Army elong Highway 6. into the Liri Valley; that the Fifth Army
would alsc move forward, south of the Eighth; and that the Anzio forces
would cut Highway 6 near Valmontome, and then proceed to Viterbo and -
civit;vecchia._ (78)

At this time, the German Fourteenth and Tenth Armies consisted
of twenty two divisions: nine were oontaining the Gusteav Line, five
wore at the Anzio beachhead, and the other eight were 'diapersed through=
out Italy. (79) Allied Forces were comprised of the same total —
twenty two, Including the seven on the Anzio beaéhhaq.d in VI Corpa.
Fifth Army, exolusive of VI Corps, had six divisioms. (80)

The attack began on 11 May. The first two weeks of the offensive
sew no digtant objéetives oaptured, but certainly during this ’perio&
some very important tactical points were taken. (81} The French Bx=
poditim Corpe, in the right of Fifth Army's zone, made rapid local
advances, capturing Ausonis and San Glorgio. (82) The U. S, II Corps
on the left flank, moved close to Formia. (83) These two operatiomns
forced the enemy to withdraw hig right flank from the (ustav Line and
(77) A-21, p. 213 (78) A-17, p. 78; (79) A-21, pe 11=13; (80)

A=17, pe 77,78, Map 16; (81) 4A=17, p. 78,79; (82) A~-21, p. &3,
Ma.p 6; GSS) A""l?, P T9e
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move it to the Hitler Line, a few miles further back. (84)

On 18 ¥May, the defenders of Cassino finally gave upe This sur-
render was not caused by e frontal attack, but rather by an envelopment.
Woen the French captured Auscnis end San G:l.orgio, the Eighth Army alsc
made a flanking attack north of Cassino., Thus, the Germans in Cassgino
were more or less out off from the rest of their forces. _(85) "When
Cassino fell, so did the effectiveness of the Gustav Line, (86)

By 22 May, the forward advance had reached the gemeral line
Terracina~Fondi=Fico«~Pontecorvo. With thils advance by Allied Forces,
the ememy now had no prepared defense lins to rely om, until a point
could be reached meny miles further northwest. (87)

80, because of jbhe spge;d and initiative Fifth Army had geained
;J.ong the main front, Generel Alexander ordered the VI Corps at Anzie
to begin its offersive for Valmontone. (88)

The VI Corps in two days ca.ptur#d Cori and Cisterma, on the road
to Valmontone, but was then slowed down. (89) The enemy was meking
a determined atand to hold Valmontone, since losing it would prevent a
successful withdrawsl of troops aleng Highway € from the southern
front, Valmontone controlled this mein escape ro;ute. (9G)

However, on the same day that the VI Corps attack was stopped, 25
May, patrols from the VI Corps made persomal contact with leading ele=-
ments from II Corps from the Southern Front, This meant that the two
fronts were now united. (91)

Efforts belween these two forces now being combined, the drive to
Valmontone was egain launched. The town finelly fell on 2 Jume. This
opened the way to Rome. (92)

O 4 June, leading elements of Fifth Army entered the Holy City ww
(84) A-17, pe79; (85) A~21, p.73,74; (86) A-22, p.129; (87) A-17,

pe80; (88) A-17, pe80; (89) A-l, p.119; {90) A-17, p.80; (91)
A-l, poll?} (92) A-].?. p.Bl.
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Roms. (93) The 3d Division was named by Gemeral Clark to be the U.S.
garrison for Rome. (94) 7

Although Rome was the climax to the May offensive, it was not the
ends The pursuit of the enemy northwest was c.ontinuing without a break,
(95) (See Map E)_ Since Viterbo, important airfield base, and Civita-
veochia, large seaport, were also objectives of Fifth Army, advances
from Rome were begsun immediately in their direction. These ocities are
approximately €0 miles nortk of Rome. ( 96) By 7 June, Civitavscchia
was taken, and on 9 June, Viterbo fell. (97)

Thie 21 day spring offemszive had cost Fifth Army 17,000 casualties.
(98) German lossps were estimated at 75,000. _(99) However, the Allies
kad gained over 3,000 square miles of territory, all the way from
Cassinc to Reme. (100)

This phase is ended with the Fifth Army still om the move to
the northwest. :

Af'ter weeks of continued effort to break through the Gustav Line,
Suocess was finally achieved in May. TUntil this penetration was eof-
feoted, the war in Italy was at a stendstill. The success of the sude
den breakthrough of the Gustav Line oan possibly be attributed to
three conditions: firet, German intelligence estimates of the number

of Allied troops were very poor, showing a marked underestimation;

second, our ¥roops and gun positione were shifted about ‘under cover of
smoke and darkmess for several days prior to ‘the gttaok, and the ememy
had no acourate tactical information of this; and, third, our tactics
coneisted of bypessing the enemy's strangest polate, over near impessw
able terrain, instead of frontally assaulting them. (101)

(This phase has covered the opening of the May offemsive against
(93) A-1, p.122; (94) A-21, p.163; (95) A-21, p«163; (96) A-17,

De8l; A-17, Map 17; (97) A-18, p.21,22; (98) A-21, p.166; (99)
A-3, pe4l; {100) 4«17, Map 18; (101) A=21, p.75~77.
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the Gustav Line, ite successes; the break through by the Anzio forces;
the joining up of these two forces; and the coordinated drive to Rome,

Civitavecohia, and Viterbo.)

PHASE THREE
PERIOD 9 JUNE - 15 AUGUST 1944
(FROM ROME TO THE ARNO)

(See Map E)

Although Fifth Army had now taken Rome, Viterbo, and Civitavsochia,
only part of its miasion had been accomplished. General Alexandert's
order had called for pursuit to the "Rimini-Pisa Line™, (102) This
line extends generally oast to west along the Armo Riwver, approximétaly
150 miles north of Rome, (108)

The German Fourteenth Army, which had opposed Allied Forces in the
spring offensive, was very badly mauled and cut up. It could now be
thought of as an Ineffective Army. General EKeasselring's plan of
"economy of force at the expense of giving away ground to save time™,
was not tactically sound. During the latter part of this phase,
Kesselring did receive four replecement divisions, but these were com-
mitted piecemeal to stem the tide of Allied advance, but not effectively.
(102)

It is also en interesting fact that during the pursuit to the
A.rn?, Fifth Army troops strength fell off about 40 percent, or from
260,000 to 150,000. Losses were nine 'infantry divisions, with gains
of two infentry divisions == the 91st and 92d. (105)

_Most of the terrain from Rome to the Armo was muntainous. How=
ever, instead of containing separate ridge lines 01; corridors, there
' was one oontinucus mass of hills. This type of terrain prevented any

(102) A-21, pe21; (103) 4«17, Map 17; (104) A-18, p.6=8; (106)
.&.-18, P¢12-14o : :
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natural defemsive lines and also contained no stratezic avenuss of ap~-
proach. Highways were excellent, rumming both laterally and frontally;
they contained many bridges and ran through many defiles. Highway 1,
the chief road, ran from Roma to Pise along the western coast. The Arno
River itself had an average width of 200 feet. (108}

The zone of the Fifth Army advance covered an average width of
fifty miles, flanked by the coast on the West, to just east of Highway
2 on the Bast., (107)

Ihe first two weeks of the pursuit to the Arno allowed rapid gains
to Fifth Army wmits. Many times artillery units went into position and
back out again without firing a shot, the situation changed so rapidly.
Teams of infantry-tank destroyer-tenk elemsnts were formed to aoct against
the eneny's small delaying forces, and to move along all highways and
roads; in order to keep the pursuit moving at a fast peco. The Air Foroce
was used chiefly for rear area isoletion of the battlefield and vory little
in close tactical support. (108)

On 20 June, Fifth Army units were slowed down by strong delaying
positions along the Cecina-Arezzo line. The enony's desire for time to
strengthen his Gothic line defenses further Forth, plus wishing to keep
the port of Leghorn from use by the Allied Forces s Was the cause of this
strong delaying position. (109) Along this line were Highways 68 and 73
which formed an excellent tactical roadnet. (110)

On 2 July, the 34th Division captured Cecina, despite these strong
German atbtempts to hold it. Siena, on the Fifth Armyts right flank, fell
on 3 July. The taking of this lateral road net now peved the way for the
final push to the Arno River. With the 34th Division operating on the

(108) A-18, p. 3-6; (107) A-18, Map No. 1, p. 4; (108) A-18, p. 14-
15; (108) &-17, p. 82; (110) A-18, Map 1, p. 4.
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left flank along the coast, 9lat Divisi-'m in the center, and 88th Divie
~ sion on the right, IV Corps of Fifth Army !ﬁoved rapidly forward. (111)

On 18 July the port of Leghom was teken. (112)

Despite German demolition of all bridges betwesn Leghorn and Pisa,
the 34th Division advenced up Highway 1, and entered south Pisa, on the
south banks of the Arno, on 23 July. (113)

tn 18 July, the 9lst Division in the center reached the Armo at Pon-
teders, despite heavy Gorman rearguard mction, which in one case left ite
artillery alone to delay the U.S. advance, while the enemy infantry with-
drew. (114) |

Also on 18 July, the 88th Division on the right flank took over the
high ground overlooking the Arno just north of Palsis. The Fifth Army,
thue, had succeeded by 23 July in reaching the Arno all along ite entire
front. (115)

Bngineer support of this phase of the operations deserves special
mention., During the month of July, alone, the 1108th Engineer Combat
Group” put in 8 Bailey bridges, erected § bridges of other types, oonstruct-
ed 51 oculverts, filled 55 craters, improved 34 bypa’sses, and graded 308
miles of road”, In additiom, over 1,000,000 maps were issued. (116)

Us 8, casualties duﬁng this period were 11,259, Enemy prisoners of
war, alone, captured by Fifth Army troops, totaled 14,889. (117)

(Thie phase has seen Fifth Arny effect most of its original missions
of advance to the Pisa sector, and the destruotion of enemy forces. It
included the pursult north of Roms and the attainment of a front alomg
the Arno River. The next phase includes part of the action to reach the
eneny's main line of defqnse along the Gothic Line.)

(111) A-18, p. 105; (112) .&-17, pe 82; (113) A-18, p. 84; (114)

A-18, p. 87; (115) A=18, p. 90; (116) A-18, p. 117-118; (117) A-18,
pe 137-138.
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PHASE FOUR
PERIOD 15 AUGUST - 9 SEPT 1944
(ARNC RIVER CROSSINGS: ADVANCE TOWARDS GOTHIC LINE)

(SEE MAP F)

The Arno River prasent;d another temporary static phase J_‘.‘or the
Fifth Army. Behind the Arno, approximately twenty miles away, lay the
Gothic Line, another strongly prepared defensive position. (118)

The enemy held the Arnoc River line with a minimum of troops, his.
organization consisting chiefly of defensive strongpoint organizatiom,
roving self propelled artillery, and obstacles. The Fifth Army Line wasa
also stretched thin, as the past two month's pursuit had wearied the com=-
bat troops. Aotion, thus, on the part of both sides, was passive, con=-
sisting of patrols, artillery duels, end night movement. (119)

To clearly show the reason for this phase of the Rome-Arno campaign,
a deseription of the Gothic Line is considered necessary. It ran gener-
ally from west to east along the line Messa - Peseia - Pistols - Vermlo -
S. Lucia -~ to Pesaro, with a bend to the scutheast between the latter two
towngse Between the present line along the Arno, and the Gothie Line, was
a broad valley in most a.ll of the sestions. The Gofhic 1ine consisted in
general of the same type of defense found in the Gustav Line and the Winter
Lines strong emplacements, utilization te the best adve.ntage of high
ground for observation, maximum tactical use of obstacles, and mtual
support of all weapons. (120)

The enemy's strength in August consisted of twenty one divisionms,
divided between the Tenth and Fourteenth Armies. Many of these wmits
wore tired and depleted in strength, since they had been in action from
the Gustav Line rearward through their withdrawal and had seen heavy
fighting. His air strength was so depleted that only a very smll per=

(118) A-19, p. 7-10; (119) A-18, p. 102-104; (220) A-19, p. 7-10, -
and Mazp p. 17.



centage of Fifth Army troops kmew that he had anmy airplenes left. (121)

Fifth Army strength was mainly five Infentry divisions, one armored
division, and the 442nd (Nisei) regimental combat team, divided among the
II and IV Corps. {122)

Allied plans to push across the Arno called for a main effort by II
Corps on the right flenk to push through the British XIII Corps at
Florence,_ to take the high ground north, and push oz into the Sieve Val-
ley towards the Futa Pass. On the left flank, IV Corps would constitute
8 holding attack a;hd meke strong diversiomary attacks to conceal the true
loocation of the main affw£. (123)

By 26 Angust, a bridgehead and tank ford were seoured, and moat of
Florence was teken. The enemy pulled back to the high commanding ground
north of Florence. (124)

During this tims, Eighth Army on the right flenk had attacked end
moved its lines forward about 30 miles, and had reached the Gotl;ic Line
in the vioinity of Tawba and Montegridulfo, northwest of Pesaro, by 6
Soptenber. The enemy began pulling back in view of these gains, and had
placed his reserves on his left flank to cowmteraot this movement. (125)

This seemed a wise time for Fifth Army to relammch its main effort.
It began on 1 September with the lst Armored Division croseing the Arno
eas’g of Pontedera and surrounding the key hill of Mt. Pigano by 2 Septam-
ber. A little farther right, the 6th South African Division toock Et.
Albano. {126)

A temporary halt was now called for the purpose of regrbupﬁsnt
and reassignment of tasks for the advance through the Gothic Line.

9 September finds Fifth Army just short of this line and plans being
.ma.de to breask through the Gothic Line and to trap the enemy south of the
Po Valley. {127)

(121} A-19, p. 20-21; (122) A-18, p. 163-170; (123) A-13, p. 20-21;
(124) A-19, p. 23-24; (1258) A-19, p. 24-32; (126) A-19, p. 31; (127)
A-19, p. 46-51,.
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(This concluding phase has covered the period of relatively in-
activity along the Arno River in front of the Gothic Iine, It included
attacks made for the purpose of gaining this line, and plans being made

to penetrate it, and to destroy the German armiss afterwards.)
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U. S. CASUALTIES, ENEMY FRISONERS

CASUALTIES, U. 8. FORCES

DATE TOTAL (FOOTHOTE)
16 Januery = 31 March 22,210 (128)
1 April - 4 June 21,024 (123)
5 hune - 15 August 11,259 (130)
Total 54,493

ENEMY PRISONERS CAPTURED BY FIFTH ARMY

DA TE TOTAL { FOOTHOTE)

16 January - 31 March 8,557 (131)

1 April - 4 June 15,606 (132)

5§ June - 15 August E,_?_@_Q_ (133)
Total 41,132

(128) A-22, p. 218; (128) A-21, p. 210; (130) A-18, p. 136; (131)
£- 22, p. 225; (132) A-21, p. 215; {133) A-18, p. 138.
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

e feat of the German Armies in Italy in containing the Allied
Forces before the Gustav.Line for a b 'mntl_xs pericd, in spite of several
strong attacks, is worthy of special emphasis._ His astual organizatiom
of this defemnsive line could heve been improved but very little. 4ll
known factors of defemnse were certeinly used both throughout the Line and
the pericd of the attacks. His uses of obstacles, mutual support, cover
and concealment, utilization of key terra.in, and coordinated fires were
excellent. No doubt the earlier set backs in Africa and Sicily hed pre~
pared the emenmy psychologlcally for such a defensive war,

However, it ies »y judgment that General EKesserling did not adequate-
ly use his reserves to give proper depth to this partiocular defensive
line. Rather then centralizing the eleven divisions not in battle, he
kept them scattered throughout Italy, where they could do no goods If he
had used only part of those as a possible counterattacking force, I believe
he could have contained and possibly drivem back Allied forces pemetra-
tionse Certainly he could have destroyed the Anzio beachhead, had he but
used four more of these divisions in his counterattack in February.

In general, the entire plan of action for the enemy in Italy appesred
to be one of passive defenses mltogether. If the use of an aggressive de=
fenge had been instituted, the Allied Forces would have been detained
mich longers |

The original polioy in the Allied groupments of corps and divisions
called for a mixture of mationalities in these armies. This is evidenced
by the fact that as late as February, 1944, Fifth Army (principally U.S.)
contained 4 British divisions, 2 New Zealand Divisions, and 8‘ Ue8. Divi~

eions. No doubt this grouping was because of the desire of all comcerned



to promote confidence and goodwill smong Allied nstione, Bowever,
pro'blen_ls of supply, training, and tactics arose and_gres.tly Influenced
this 'L'ype of esslgnment, Therefore, in May of 1944, s regrouping of
troops was made in order to assign U. S. Divisions to U. 5. commends
and British troops to British commands. HNo doubt this greatly faeil-
itated the hrea.];through which occurred only twp weeks later, Had
this plan been placed into effect originally, certainly the tactios
and administration would have been greatly simplified. To carry the
results of this experience a little further, the i:rva.sianrand sub=-
sequent battlees in France and Gerﬁnny found Allled Forces, .almst
without exception, grouping Armies by n.a.tiona;li*&y. Many lessons of
commend learned in Italy no doubt proved of great value for the main
campaign in France and Germeny. 7

In analyzing the strategical reason for a war in Italy, the ideﬁ
- of maintaining a continued pressure cn the German armies influenced
greatly declsions made during that campaign. It appears that this
idea of continued pressure et times cost a lot of umnecessary lives
and supplies, w_hich sould have been saved had a little more tlme been
taken between major offemsives. For example, the launching of the
Angio landings even though the battle along the Gustav Line was at
the same time stopped; the continued unsuccessful attacks against
Cassino; end the hammerings againet the Gustav Line immediately prior
to the Ansio landing: all appesred to have been initiated without
rest for troops, without proper regard for timing, snd with the desire
to speed up the action. One exception to this is the perled given
over to rest, resupply, snd regroupment just prior to the May offemsive ==
which wag suoccessful.
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Higtory showe that the Anzio heachhesd was a succesz. It was
launched by a very small foroe -« three divisiorns plus -= end held
despite German effarts to destroy it. By containing reserve German
foroes whiol:_; could have been used against the Allied Forces at the
Gustav Line, and by threatening the enemy's rear and lines of com-
mmioatien, it accomplished its misaion._ When it finally joined up
in Mgy with the troops from the other front, _:l.t edded considerably
to the rapid downfall of the enemy. However, if more forces oould
have been added to the beachhead in February, and if this would have
given the VI Corps there the major role, it is this suthor's opinion
that th_e war in _Italy would bhave been shortened.

This opinion is arrived at after considering the _following faocts:

l. Frontal attacks sgainst the Gustav Line had proven costly
and not very effective.

2. The enemy had shown that he was content 1:6 fight primarily
a defensive war,

3. Exploltation of the Anzio success, even at the expense of
thiming out the forces at the main fromt, would have out off moet
of the enemy's routes of escape to the rear from the southern front.

4. This latter factor would most likely have csused his early
withdrawal frem the Gustev Lime, thus preventing a necessary fromtal
attack against that posifion. |

By adding together the last two facts, cut off of the eacape
route and an early withdrawal by the enewmy, it cen be readily seem
that two advantages would have ocourred: The saving of li'wesrand
materiel from a costly frontal attack against the Gustav Line, and

the trappling of the major part of the enemy army in Itaely.
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The pursuit north from Rome moved Very fast. The ememy withdrew
rapidly, end except in a few instances, gave little res:_lgta.nco, The |
adoption of amil, fast moving "Task Forces" of infemtry-armor, utiliz-
ing all roads, by Fifth Army units, proved to be of great worths. Hot
only did this 'l:ypo of pursuit keep the U. 5. troops om the enemy's
rear at all times, but also it allowed much needed gun power at the
_f‘ron'b, in the presence of tanks snd tank destroyers. Since the slow-
er artillery could not keep up the pa.cé, the armor gave these "Task
Forces™ the "bridge between this gap", by using long renge fire. In
addition, close continucus support by engineers aided the pursuing
Allied armies in the maintaining °f, continued pressurs on the enemy.

When the mein offensive in Mgy, against the Gustav Line, was
launched. its success is largely due to the type of taoctics used by
the Allies. Rather than fromtally assaulting the enamy's stropg

points, or by flanking them through likely avenues of app_roa,ch, the

Allied troops used the tactics of surrounding the position from nearly
impasseble approsches. Since the Gsrmans had mined all roads and
ravines (likely avez_mos) and had paid scant ettention to hill tops

end steep mountains, Fifth Army comuanders plexmed their maneuvers
using the latter., The surprise thus attained was instrumental in
bresking the Gustav Line. A good example of this is Cassino. Ead
this type of tactics been adopted in winter, or sarly spring, earlier

success may have been obtained.
LESSONS

Of the Italian campaign, Lisutenant General Jacob L. Devers
has stated, ™ ==-=~= the principal lessons from Italy =--=, that our

basic doetrine and teachings have proven correct ===--, The main
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lesson above all has been the necessity for appropriate a.pplicat;on
of these principles —---. The campaign has emphatically demonstrated
that the 'book' must not be learned snd applied mfely by rote.” (,‘!.54)

lLessons learned from this campalpgn, a.s.a.nalyzed by the author,
are as follm: ) \

l. A defense, even though based on aggressiveness, omot be
sucoessful unless adequate moblle reserves are used to counterattack
toxoff set gaing ﬁade by the ai:tacl:ar. Without this added aggressive-
ness gained by use of reserves, the defense will become merely a
delaying position.

2+ The sacrifice of uniiy of command for geodwill emd interw
na:fl;ional relations cen be very detrimental to an otherwise sound
tactical plan.

Se¢ A flanking attack canmot be oonaidered ultimately successful
unless full exploitation of its original success 1s utilized, as ex=
ehpliﬂed by the successful Anzio operation which was not further ex-
ploited immediately.

4. Perlods of rest and reorganization are necessary to any
command, regardless of the type of combat operations engaged im, ;nd
regardless of whether the action is active or passive.

5+ Pursuing forces should be comprised of infqntry,_ armor, and
engineers in order to maintain the pressure on the enemy at all times,
This special trocp organisation mst be plammed for prior to the
beginming of the pursuit phase so thet no time will be lost once the
pursuit is poseible, |

6s Againet strongly fortified positions which have been
deliberately prepared, atiacking forces should consit_ier staying away

from the likely avanues of approach snd should meke reccrmaissance
(134) A-S, P 4,
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and plans to attack over the near impassable terrein or unliksly ave-

nuesa, in order to flamk the position.
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